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LAOTESOL 

DEVELOPING POSITIVE 
MINDSETS IN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE TEACHING 
LaoTESOL 2020  
27-28 February 
The 2020 LaoTESOL 
Conference will be held in 
Vientiane on the 
27-28 February 2020, at the 
National University of Laos. 

LaoTESOL is a unique TESOL 
event. It is a closed conference 
for invited presenters and 400 
Lao English teachers, teaching 
in elementary, high schools and 
tertiary institutions from all over 
Laos.  

Teachers interested in offering 
inspiring presentations, suitable 
for teachers in large 
classrooms, with limited 
resources, should consider 
applying.  In addition to the 
conference, presenters will be 
offered the opportunity to visit 
secondary schools, offer 
workshops to lecturers in a rural 
teachers training college and  at 
the National University of Laos. 
Presenters are encouraged to 
offer articles for publication in 
the LaoTESOL Conference 
Proceedings. 

For further information please 
contact:  

chrisruddenklau@yahoo.com 

Presenters with experience in 
teaching translation would 
be especially welcome. 

 NEWSLETTER 

THT Bangladesh Program 2018
Imogen Custance  
Sunshine after Rain

I can honestly say that participating in the THT Bangladesh 
program was one of the best decisions that I have made in 
recent years. The typhoon that hit Kansai at the beginning of 
September may have done its best to stop me from going, but 

THT JALT SIG 

Dedicated to the aid and assistance of fellow educators and students in and around Asia

@ JALT2019
Teachers Helping Teachers SIG Forum and Annual General 
Meeting 

Notice about AGM: Saturday, Nov. 2, from 12:10-1:40, room 906.  

THT SIG currently has active programs in Laos, Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Kyrgyzstan. While all 
programs have some commonality, each one is also unique. 
Join us and find out how! Everyone, THT members and non-
members, welcome. Speakers will give an overview of each 
program. There are many ways to support THT. Join us to 
find out more, ask questions, and talk to people who have 
participated. Forum followed by THT SIG AGM. Current 
officers will be confirmed and other officers nominated as 
needed.
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it didn’t, and I am very glad that I ignored the airline 
representative who thought I should cancel the trip. I have 
always liked traveling, but this was my first time going abroad 
for something more than recreational purposes. I was unsure 
what to expect, but any expectations that I might have had 
were blown out of the water by the experience that I actually 
had. From the people I met, to the presentations I saw, to the 
welcome that was always heart-warming, it no longer surprises 
me that the Bangladesh program has had so many repeat 
participants.

The continued success of the Bangladesh is without a doubt 
down to the people. The dedication of organizers on both the 
THT and BELTA sides of the program shone through during 
every moment on the trip. I was definitely nervous going 
down to breakfast with Pat and Cherie the day after I arrived; 
they worked together and had both been to Bangladesh before 
– how would they treat me? Meeting Anne later in day; she’s 
been on almost every (possibly every?) THT Bangladesh trip 
so far – would I be treated like an imposter? All such fears 
(which I am apt to have) were fleeting.  By the time Marian 
and I were saying our goodbyes having arrived back at Kansai 
Airport, I felt like I had gained a small, new family. Looking 
back, it really shouldn’t have been surprising that people who 
are willing to give up their time and money to help others are 
genuinely nice people.

Imogen Custance leading a workshop in Chandpur

Vietnam 

THT in Vietnam will celebrate its 
15th Year in mid-to late March 2020 
with the following 4-venue program. 
Participants can join any or all of 
these venues.  
Organizing and scheduling will take 
place between December 2019 and 
January 2020. 
If you are interested please message 
the coordinator Michael Furmanovsky 
at mfurmanovsky@gmail.com. There 
is also a closed facebook group which 
you can be added to after sending a 
mail expressing interest. After that you 
will receive instructions on the 
deadlines for submitting abstracts and 
the logistics of the seminars. 
Each seminar will have a theme but in 
general we are looking for practical 
presentations for the every day 
classroom that are adaptable to a 
range of teaching situations. In most 
cases presenters will give just one 
presentation and can give the same 
one at each of the venues. 
THT in Vietnam includes regular and 
highly fulfilling interactions and 
collaboration with local teachers and 
graduate students and participants are 
certain to make lifelong friends and 
connections. 
Estimated total costs excluding the 
international flight is around 45-75,000 
yen including hotels and domestic 
travel. International flights are 
30-55,000. 
Itinerary for THT in Vietnam March 
19-26, 2020 
1. March 19-20 (Thursday-Friday) 
THT in Hue University, College of 
Foreign Languages (1.5 days) 
2. March 21 (Saturday) ESI Language 
Center, Dong Ha Quang Tri [1 hour 
from Hue] (1 day) 
3. March 24 (Tuesday) Can Tho 
University [bus to Danang and flight to 
Can Tho] (1 day) 
4. March 26 (Thursday) Ho Chin Minh 
Open University (1 day) 

Philippines 

Information on page 6
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The BELTA staff, too, went above and beyond to 
make the program both professionally and 
personally enjoyable. From Moshiur and Harunur 
rearranging the travel arrangements so we 
could return to Dhaka by boat instead of car, 
to the Chandpur chapter ensuring that Pat 
had a birthday cake, the thoughtfulness of 
everyone we met was incredible. I didn’t quite 
understand Marian’s reaction to seeing 
Roxanna again until I had spent more time 
with her, and both of them, during the trip. 
She welcomed us to her home, lent us her 
driver, and even got us a guided tour of the 
university where she works with none other 
than the director of student affairs. We also 
met various members of her family, and spent 
a delightful evening talking with both her and 
her son, whilst going through his wedding 
pictures. I also managed to bring home a Bangla 
copy of the first Harry Potter book (I collect it in 
different languages) after mentioning my collection 
to one of the ladies, Afruza. She turned up to the 
hotel on the morning we were due to leave with a 
copy. These are things that I doubt would have 
come about if it weren’t for the special relationship 
that exists between THT and BELTA.

The strength of that relationship was obvious 
throughout the trip, but particularly at meal times. 
Most evenings ate out with the BELTA staff (and 
once even with the dean of Eastern University!). It 
was wonderful to be both part of these meals, and 
also take a step back and observe friendships that 
have deepened over years of contact and 
interaction. Conversations about research and 
teaching practice were intermingled with 
discussions about children and travel plans. 
Everyone just seemed comfortable and happy to be 
sharing their time with each other. Becoming more 
of a part of these conversations as the days went by 
was a great experience, even if there were days 
when going to bed an hour earlier might have been 
a good idea, too.

The programs and participants were also very 
interesting, though very different to each other. The 
two days of presentations and workshops at Eastern 

University in Dhaka were largely attended by 
individuals teaching at universities, whilst the 
Chandpur one-day program attendees were mainly 
high school teachers. Yet both audiences were 
equally interested in what we had to say. I think it 
also speaks volumes to the skills of the organizers 
who encouraged so many educators to attend. 
Munshi, the head of the Chandpur BELTA chapter 
is a passionate advocate of teacher development, 
and this seems to have filtered through into the 
teachers he interacts with. Encountering and 
(hopefully) helping to further their enthusiasm to 
continue learning and developing their practice is 
something I am proud to have been part of, and 
something I have also learned from. The university 
teachers and roundtable talks at Eastern University 
also highlighted some of the more universal aspects 
of issues with English language instruction. 
Participating in the program was not just a chance 
to present some of my own ideas, but also learn 
about others’, and some of the issues that we all 
face.

By the time we were heading back to Dhaka after 
the Chandpur program, we were all exhausted. 

Dedicated to the aid and assistance of fellow educators and students in and around Asia
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Luckily, the boat cabin had a very large bed, so naps were happily indulged in. We arrived back in Dhaka quite 
late, but the traffic was not nearly as bad as expected so rather than going straight to bed, the Japan 
contingent had a final dinner together. The beers may have been expensive, but I think we all agreed well-
earned. The following morning, we breakfasted together, and were then ready to start saying goodbyes as 
different flights departed at different times. Anne, Cherie, and our unshakeable leader Pat left first, with 
Marian and I spending the day with Roxana again before leaving in the evening. It was a quiet end to the trip, 
but allowed us time to reflect on what we had learned both from and about each other, and all of the people 
that had been involved in the Bangladesh program. It was a trip that has deeply affected how I see myself as a 
teacher, along with my place as a teacher in the international teaching community. I hope and expect to be 
involved in the program again in the future. The only problem I have now is trying to decide if I go back to 

The 12th Annual THT/Bangladesh 

English Language Teachers Association Teacher Training Conferences

September 14 – 17, 2018

Patrick Dougherty, PhD., Akita International University.

“A teacher can never truly teach unless he is still learning himself. A lamp can 
never light another lamp unless it continues to burn its own flame.” 

-- Rabindranath Tagore

 With the theme of “Developing Dynamism in the Language Classroom” the 12th Annual THT/BELTA 
teacher training conferences in Dhaka and Chandpur were resounding successes.   The partnership 
between THT and BELTA was seminal in the creation of Teachers Helping Teachers, and the relationship 
continues to be robust as it continues into its second decade.  As mentioned in opening remarks at the 
conference, the very first Teachers Helping Teachers program was held in 2005 and it was held here in 
Bangladesh and in cooperation with BELTA.  BELTA’s dedication to that conference gave confidence to 
THT, and it, in many ways BELTA’s support led to the permanent foundation of Teachers Helping Teachers.  

 

This year’s program had us at a new venue in Dhaka and also working with a young chapter of BELTA.  The 
Dhaka portion of the program was held from September 14 – 15, at Eastern University, in Dhanmodi, which 
provided wonderful facilities and support for the THT volunteers and the 119 attendees.  After a wonderful 
trip by ship down the Ganges (Padma) River, the THT team and members of the national BELTA executive 
committee arrived at the city of Chandpur where 100 attendees attended a series of workshops on September 
17th.   This was the first THT program with the Chandpur chapter of BELTA.  That dynamic chapter is 
only three years in existence and the energy and enthusiasm of its membership and officers bodes very well 
for the future of English education in that city. 
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This year’s THT team was made up of five workshop facilitators.  For Ms. Imogen Custance, from 
Kwansei Gakuin University, it was her first THT program.  She was joined by Prof. Anne Howard, from 
Miyazaki International College, Prof. Marian Wang, from Konan University, Prof. Cherie Brown, from 
Akita International University, and the team leader, Prof. Pat Dougherty, also from Akita International 
University.  Together they gave 20 workshops on topics ranging from Five Minute Language Learning 
Activities to Fostering Intercultural 
Awareness to Vocabulary Learning 
Production Activities.   Additionally, 
there were two education roundtables 
with BELTA members and local 
educational leaders and THT volunteers, 
titled English Education in Bangladesh 
and Challenges of Language Teaching, 
respectively, they offered attendees a 
chance to engage with roundtable 
participants, ask questions, and reflect, 
together, on EFL and education in the 
context of Bangladesh. 

 

 Prof. Cherie Brown also offered a special three-hour program in Dhaka to a team of teachers interested 
in materials development.  Titled Stories about Ourselves: Developing Culturally Appropriate Graded 
Reading Materials, the workshop participants were introduced to the process of developing graded 
readers.  The attendees will continue working with Prof. Brown in an effort to create graded readers and 
materials culturally specific to the Bangladesh context.

  

 The THT team 
would like to thank 
BELTA for again 
sponsoring a THT 
program.  BELTA’s 
support has 
encouraged THT since 
its founding program 
in 2005.  The team 
would further like to 
thank the institutional 
host for the September 
14- 15 program, Eastern 
University.  Their 
generosity is 

Pat Dougherty with Chandpur participants
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The following are presentations focusing on THT activities.

Bangladeshi Teachers and Transnational Training
Anne McLellan Howard
Nov. 2, 11:00 am-11:25 am, room 906. 
Bangladeshi Teachers and Transnational Training.  Through conferences and workshops, a great deal 
of professional development outside the Inner Circle crosses national boundaries. Japan-based teachers 
who participate in professional development activities in the developing world may wonder how 
applicable the activities are for local classrooms. The presenter will show the results of an interview 
study with Bangladeshi teachers. Results show ways that teachers adapt the content to fit with local 
culture and teaching context.
.

International Forum
Andrew Tweed
Nov. 2, International Forum. 4:25 pm-5:55 pm. This forum provides a great opportunity to learn from 
and discuss with panelists representing JALT's international partner organizations. They will share 
their teaching practices, perspectives, challenges, and more in relation to this year's conference theme: 
"Teacher Efficacy, Learner Agency." This forum will be a valuable place where participants can 
interact and exchange ideas with experts from various teaching contexts in different nations.

THT  @ JALT2019

Dedicated to the aid and assistance of fellow educators and students in and around Asia

significant and deeply appreciated. Finally, great thanks goes to the Chandpur BELTA chapter for 
organizing and hosting the workshops on September 17th. The 2018 program was a success on many 
levels, and we look forward to next year’s program, which has tentatively been scheduled for mid-
September, 2019. 

THT in the Philippines will hold its 2nd annual seminar in late February 2020 with the following 3-venue 
program. Participants can join any or all of these venues.  

1. Cebu City [University of the Philippines Cebu Branch], February 22 (Sat)
2. Naval- [Biliran Province State University). February 26 (Wed)
3. Tacloban City [Leyte Normal University] February 29 (Saturday)

Organizing and scheduling will take place between December 2019 and January 2020.
If you are interested please message the co-coordinators, Daniel Minor (minorsensei@gmail.com) or Michael 
Furmanovsky  (mfurmanovsky@gmail.com(. There is also a closed facebook group which you can be added to after 
sending a mail expressing interest. After that you will receive instructions on the deadlines for submitting abstracts 
and the logistics of the seminars.
Each seminar will have a theme but in general we are looking for presentations that fit the Philippines new K-12 
curriculum and context.  Estimated total costs excluding the international flight is around 45-65,000 yen including 
hotels and domestic travel. International flights are 25-45,000 yen.
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Kyrgyzstan 


